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Course Description:

Introduces the major principles of argumentation and persuasion in reading and writing.  Students will write a variety of persuasive essays and learn how to research, analyze, and document sources.  Meets part of the AAOT/ASOT writing requirement.

Course Objectives: 

Present examples of argumentation and persuasion.

Introduce terminology and aspects of argumentative and persuasive texts.

Foster and demonstrate a collegial environment for debate and dialogue.

Teach and assess persuasive, academic essays.

Teach research skills, including assessment of sources and documentation skills (using MLA style).  

Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Read, accurately summarize, and respond to college-level texts, particularly argumentative essays.

2. Apply advanced critical thinking skills—such as recognizing and identifying bias—to text and other forms of media.

3. Exercise original thought in developing and presenting claims and arguments.

4. Develop academic, argument-driven topics and narrow them appropriately.

5. Use some advanced research techniques to locate sources.

6. Understand and use principles of argumentation and persuasion to support positions.

7. Recognize and avoid common logical fallacies.

8. Write fully-developed argument-driven essays that convincingly defend positions on academic topics. 

9. Support an informed opinion with appropriate outside sources, cited correctly in MLA format.

10. Improve essays through extensive revision.

11. Write in a voice and style appropriate to the issue being argued.

12. Write with no grammatical, mechanical, or format errors.

Grading:  A-F
Length of Course:  44 hours

Prerequisites:  Pass WR-121 ((with a “C” or better)).  Recommended: Placement in RD-115.

Required Texts:  
LB Brief, 3rd edition




 AND

Ramage, Bean, & Johnson. Writing Arguments Brief 7th ed. Pearson/Longman. ISBN:  0-321-41290-7. 

Optional Texts:

· Alfano & O’Brien. Envision 2nd ed. Pearson/Longman. ISBN: 0-321-46251-3. About $30.

· Hirschberg & Hirschberg. Arguing Across the Disciplines. Pearson/Longman. ISBN: 0-321-41925-1. About $58.

· Optional additional text:  Graf & Birkenstein. They Say, I Say. Norton. ISBN: 978-393-92409-1. About $18.

Major Topic Outline:  

I.
Recognition and Use of Principles of Argumentation and Persuasion

A.
definition of terms

B.
recognition and use of basic characteristics of argument:

1.
Writer’s expertise

2.
Writer’s purpose

3.
Audience's bias

4.
Methods of development and organization

5.
Counter-arguments

II.
Recognition and Use of Methods of Logic

A.
Induction

B.
Deduction

C.
Analogy

III.
Recognition and Identification of Fallacies

IV.
Recognition and Use of Rhetorical Devices

A.
Connotation/Denotation

B.
Figurative Language

V.
Introduction to Principles of Research and Documentation

